Treating Pigeons with Spraddle Legs
Spraddle Legs is a condition caused as a result of a newly hatched pigeon not being able to get good footing in the hatcher or brooder right after hatching.  The photos here are of a Silver Spangled Hamburg chick that hatched in a GQF Sportsman and jumped out of the tray and tried to walk around on the tin foil in the bottom of the incubator for 36 hours.  It’s legs were unable to get a grip on the surface and so have slipped out to the sides.  This condition is usually correctable if detected and treated in the first few days.  The idea is to immediately give the pigeon something it can walk on (paper or cloth towel, wire mesh, etc) and assist it in keeping it’s legs under it until it gains strength in it’s legs.

Although the examples here are of the hamburg chick the treatment can easily be adapted for pigeons.





Spraddle Legged Chick 




A 3/4 in. bandaid makes an excellent prosthesis, because the "pad" in the middle is just the right width to keep the chick's legs the correct distance apart. but you can also use string, yarn, masking tape, etc. Cut the bandaid in half lengthwise to get the correct width.




It may take two people here. One to hold the chick and the other to tape it's legs. Here's what it should look like when it's finished.




The legs are the same distance apart as the gauze pad in the bandaid.




Right after applying the bandaid, the chick can already remain upright, even though it's legs are still weak and it's sitting on it's hocks, and not using its feet. It's getting used to the idea of standing erect.




The same chick the following day. Standing Up!!

If the pigeons legs haven’t gotten too weak, the adhesive will usually give out about the same time the pigeons is walking and no longer needs it.  Keep an eye on it and if the bandaid lets go and it still isn’t walking on its own, apply another bandaid. We’ve had to do this four times in some cases.
Once you have successfully restored a pigeons ability to walk, you can proudly add “PPT” after your name:   Pigeon Physical Therapist!
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Spraddle Legged Pigeons



The photos here is of a Silver Spangled Hamburg chick, however spraddle leggs looks the same in pigeons.

I am sure we have all experienced spraddle-legged youngsters in the nest. Here one or both legs splays outward producing a deformity in the leg or legs. The deformity is mainly in the ability to position the limb in a proper posture; but can also result in true deformed bones or joints of the involved leg(s).

The condition results from insufficient traction in the nest bowl. It happens most commonly when there is a single nestling. The second nestling usually provides something to push against for the other nestling, and the side of the nest bowl provides the same thing for the opposite leg.

The nesting material is the other factor in providing adequate traction to the growing squabs. The parents usually cover the squabs providing extra weight for them to bear, and if adequate traction is not present, the leg or legs tend to push away from the body producing this condition.

The involved leg can end up pointing 90 degrees or more away from what would be normal. I have even seen them where the rotation was so severe that they appeared to be pointing backwards. Of course the longer before they are noticed, and the worse the deviation, the harder it can be to correct the problem.

This can usually be corrected by the fancier. First, adequate nesting material to provide decent traction needs to be supplied. The legs then need to be “hobbled”, or bound together to approximate a near normal or slightly overcorrected posture.

One must be careful not to attach the binding material too tightly around the legs so as not to disturb circulation. A relatively soft material is better, so as not to cut into the leg tissue since there may be quite a bit of tension on the legs/material. I have used soft twine or tape to do this job, often using the band as a starting point, attaching to the band rather than the leg to distribute the pressure more evenly.

Next bind the other leg to pull them together without constricting the leg. It usually only takes several days to a week or so to accomplish the correction since the squabs are growing so fast at this time. Remove the binding when it seems to be time and see how the squabs leg posture appears.

One can always reapply it if it is not corrected adequately. Some may not be completely correctable depending on severity and timing on the corrective process. The success rate is high and certainly deserves trying.

