Pigeon Medical Formulary
The following medical formulary was compiled and is recommended for use by the Association of Avian Veterinarians,
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General Considerations
Purpose: The purpose of this formulary is to provide a concise, accurate description and proper dosage of the common drugs used in pigeons. Experience has shown that various sources provided vastly different dosage levels. Some of which were so high that they were toxic, others so low that they weren’t effective. The dosages and other information in this publication were gathered from multiple knowledgeable sources and are the proper dosages and information to the best off our knowledge. It must be noted, however, that some of this information is based on experience of individuals, not carefully controlled scientific studies. This is especially true for the drugs listed that are not specifically made for or approved for use in pigeons.

Dosage Levels; You will find many of the drugs listed to be given in mg/bird. mg/pound, or mg/gallon, instead of teaspoon or tablespoon per gallon. The reason is that many of the drugs come in various concentrations. Because of that, a teaspoon of one preparation doesn’t equal a teaspoon of another preparation of the same drug. This often results in toxic or ineffective levels being used. This poses no problem for most of the prescription drugs as they are usually listed in milligram equivalents. However, some OTC (over the counter) preparations do not give you the number of milligrams per teaspoon. When this occurs you, must figure that out on your own. The following is an example:

You buy a drug OTC that comes as a powder in a plastic bag. it tells you that there are 10 grams of the drug in that bag. Empty the bag and measure how many teaspoons of powder you have. You find that you have 20 teaspoons. So you have 10 grams/20 teaspoon or .5 gram/tsp. .5 gram=500 mg (see chart) so your drug has 500 mg/teaspoon. Figure how many teaspoons per gallon you need from that. (i.e. If you need 1000 mg/ gallon, you need 2 teaspoons per gallon.  You buy a drug OTC that comes in a liquid. You are told that it is a 20% solution. That means there are 20 grams of the drug in every 100 ml of solution. There are 20 teaspoons in 100 ml (see chart), so there is one gram of drug in every teaspoon of liquid in the bottle. One gram is equal to 1000 mg so you have 1000 mg of drug per teaspoon. Figure out what you need from that.

Dosage Range: Many of the drugs give you a dosage range. This is done for two reasons:

1. The lower dose may be used in mild infections but the higher dose may be needed in more severe infections.

2. Since most drugs are given in water, the amount of the drug a pigeon gets varies with how much he drinks. We assumed that in hot weather 30 birds drink a gallon/day and in cold weather 60 birds drink a gallon per day. The low dose is figured on the 30 bird/day consumption level and the high dose on the 60 bird/day consumption level. This is a very important principle to keep in mind with the more toxic drugs such as dimetridazole (emtryl).

Dosage Intervals: It is, important to give the drug for the proper length of time. Failure to do so often results in poor response, relapse of the disease after the drug is stopped, and production of resistant strains of organisms.

Diagnosis: Establishment of a proper diagnosis before treatment begins is extremely important. Shotgun treatment often produces poor results, delays recovery to when the proper drug is finally found, and often produces drug-resistant bacteria and parasites. We can not stress strongly enough, in the case of antibiotics, that a culture and sensitivity be done to make sure the antibiotic used is needed and effective. Just because a drug is noted to be effective against many cases of E. coli doesn’t mean it is effective against all cases. More and more drug-resistant bacteria occur every day and can best be treated when proper diagnosis are used first.

Medications and Associated Items
Some of the Medications and associated items for proper sanitation, especially during a disease outbreak are listed here The most important thing to remember is:

**DON’T MEDICATE UNLESS YOU KNOW WHAT YOU ARE MEDICATING FOR!!!!**
FOR COCCIDIOSIS Albon Powder & Liquid Amprol (corid) Sulmet, Pints & Gallons Vetisulid Sulquin 6-50

FOR PARATYPHOID Albon(Agribon) Aureomycin Soluble Aureomycin Concentrate Aureomycin Tablets, 25 mg. Terramycin Soluble Sulfamethazine Vetisulid Sulquin 7-50 Acid Loft Dressing Sal-Bac Paratyphoid Vaccine, 50 or 100 dose Liquimycin LA 200 Feed Mate 68 Germex Nolvasan Sani-Coop

FOR E-COLI Albon Vetisulid Apralan Feed Mate 68 Germex Nolvasan Sani-Coop

RESPIRATORY DISEASE Albon Aureomycin Soluble, Concentrate or Tablets Terramycin Vetaquimycin Tylan Soluble or Injectable Sulmet Gallimycin Soluble LS 50 Ivomec (Air Sack Mites) All Vitamin Products Liquimycin LA 200 Combiotic Tylan 200 Germex Nolvasan Sani-Coop

CANKER Spartix Tablets Emtryl Flagl Ridzol Nolvasan Germex Sani-Coop Copper Sulfate Ren-O-Sal

WORMERS Panacur Telemintic Droncit Ivomec Ivomec Drench Tramisol Tablets Tramisol Powder Piperazine Wormer Loft Scrapers

PMV I Vaccine
Antibiotic/Antimicrobials
Name: Amoxicillin Trihydrate (Amoxil, Amoxi-drops, many others.)
Description: Amoxicillin is a semisynthetic analog of penicillin with a broad range of bacterial activity against many gram + and gram – bacteria. Usage: Amoxicillin can be used with any bacterial infection showing susceptibility to the drug. Adverse reactions: None seen with any frequency. Dosage: 25 – 50 mg/Bird divided daily or 1500 – 3000 mg/gallon of water for 10 – 14 days. Comments: Amoxicillin is very effective, well absorbed, safe, and well tolerated in the pigeon.

Name: Cephalexin (Keflex. many others)
Description: Cephalexin is a member of the cephalosporin group of antibiotics and is effective against a broad range of gram + and gram – bacteria. Usage: Bacterial infections shown to be susceptible to cephalexin. Adverse reactions: None seen with any frequency. Dosage: 25 – 50 mg/bird or 750 – 3000 mg/ gallon of water for 10 – 14 days. Comments: Well tolerated by pigeons and readily accepted in the water. Reported as very affective against streptococcal infections.

Name: Chloramphenicol (Chloromycetin, many others)
Description: Chloramphenicol is a bacteriostatic antibiotic used against a broad range of gram + and gram – bacteria. Usage: Bacterial infections shown to be susceptible to chloramphenicol. Adverse reaction: None seen with any frequency. Dosage: 30 – 50 mg/bird, 2 – 3 times/day intramuscularly. Ophthalmic ointment or drops are useful for conjunctivitis used two times daily. Comments: This drug is broken down so quickly by crop flora, adequate blood levels are hard to attain orally.

Name: Doxycycline (Vibramycin)
Description: Doxycyline is a bacteriostatic antibiotic with a wide range of activity against gram + and gram – bacteria. Usage: Doxycyline can be used in bacterial infections susceptible to the drug. Adverse reactions: None reported as common. Dosage: 10 – 50 mg/ bird once a day. Comments: Preparations require individual bird dosing. Very effective against chlamydia. Remove calcium containing grit during use (oyster shell, health grit), as calcium will bind the drug and decrease absorption.

Name: Enrofloxacin (Baytril)
Description: Enrofloxacin is a synthetic chemotherapeutic agent from the quinolone class of drugs. It has antibactericidal activity against a broad spectrum of gram + and gram – bacteria.  It is rapidly absorbed and penetrates all body tissues well. Usage: Enrofloxacin can be used with any bacterial infection showing susceptibility to the drug. Adverse reactions: Enrofloxacin causes increased mortality in the egg when the hen is treated during egg formation. It will cause cartilage abnormalities in growing squabs, especially during the 1st week to 10 days of age. This. however, is not always seen. Dosage: 5 – 10 mg/bird divided daily for 7 – 14 days. 150 – 600 mg/gallon for 7 – 14 days. Comments: Probably the best drug we have for the gram – infections of pigeons. It is the only drug shown to prevent recurrence of shedding in most cases of salmonella infection at 6 mg/pound for 10 days. We assume that this means the carrier state has been eliminated in these birds. The liquid water soluble form is not yet approved for use in the U.S. Because of the base used in the tablets, they are not soluble in water by any means.

Name: Erythromycin (Gallimycin)
Description: Erythromycin is in the macrolide family of antibiotics. It is bacteriostatic and is effective against gram + bacteria and mycoplasmas. Usage: Any bacterial infection shown to susceptible to erythromycin. Adverse reactions: None that are common. Dosage: 50 mg/bird divided twice a day for 7 – 10 days. 1500 – 3000 mg/gallon for 7 10 days. Comments: Erythromycin is broken down quickly by the crop flora and thus levels found on the water for flock treatment are probably not as effective as bolus doses to individual birds.

Name: Lincomycin (Lincocin)
Description: Lincomycin is in the macrolide family of antibiotics and is bacteriostatic against gram + bacteria and mycoplasmas. Adverse reaction: None that are common. Dosage: 50 mg/bird divided twice a day for 7 – 10 days. 1500 – 3000 mg/gallon for 7 10 days. Comments: Lincomycin is broken down quickly by the crop flora and thus levels found in the water for flock treatment are probably not as effective as bolus doses to individual birds.

Name: Lincomucln/SPectlnomvcln (LS 50)
Description: Lincomycin/Spectinomycin is a combination macrolide/aminoglycoside antibiotic that is bacteriostatic against a broad range of gram + and gram – bacteria and mycoplasmas. Usage: Used in a broad range of bacterial infections shown to be susceptible to lincomycin/ spectinomycin. Adverse reactions: None that are common. Dosage: 50 mg/bird (of lincomycin) daily for 7 – 10 days. 1500 – 3000 mg/gallon (of lincomycin) for 7 10 days. Comments: Poor palatability for pigeons. The lincomycin is broken down quickly by crop flora, and thus levels in the water during flock treatment are not as effective as bolus doses.  Spectinomycin is not absorbed from the gastrointestinal tract. This drug is widely overused and of questionable value in pigeon medicine.

Name: Nitrofurazone (Furacin, many others)
Description: Nitrofurazone is an antimicrobial shown to be effective against a wide range of gram + and gram – bacteria. it is also coccidiostatic. Usage: Bacterial infections shown to be susceptible to nitrofurazone and coccidiosis. Adverse reactions: Nitrofurazone is an intestinal irritant and causes a decrease in vigor when given to pigeons. Dosage: 1 teaspoon/gallon of water soluble powder for 5 – 7 days. Comments: This drug is highly overused in pigeons and is much less effective than other products. Probably has minimal application in pigeon medicine.

Name: Sodium Sulfachlorpyridazine (Vetisulid)
Description: Sodium sulfachlorpyridazine is an antibacterial agent that is bateriostatic against a wide range of gram + and gram – bacteria. It is also coccidiostatic. Usage: Bacterial infections shown to be susceptible to sodium sulfachlorpyridazine and coccidiosis. Adverse reactions: None that are common. Usage: 1200 mg/gallon for 7 – 10 days. 2/3 tsp – 3/4 teaspoon of Vetisulid powder/gallon for 7 – 10 days. Comments: Vetisulid is very effective in many cases of E. coli.  It is also a coccidiostat, however, other drugs are more commonly used in coccidiosis.

Name: Spectinomysin (Spectoguard)
Description: Spectinomycin is a bacteriocidal antibiotic that is effective against a broad range of gram + and gram – bacteria. Usage: Any bacterial infection shown to be susceptible to spectinomycin. Adverse reactions: None that are common. Dosage: 1000 mg/gallon for 7 – 10 days. 25 mg/bird , twice a day IM. Comments: As an aminoglycoside spectinomycin is not absorbed from the intestinal tract. It has been used the some success with enteric infections, but is not effective against systemic infections.

Name: Sulfadiazine/trimethoprim (Ditrim)
Description: Ditrim is a synthetic antibacterial combination product that is bacteriostatic against a wide range of gram + and gram – bacteria. Usage: Bacterial infections shown to be susceptible to sulfadiazine/trimethoprim. Adverse reactions: None that are common. Dosage: 30mg/bird once a day for 7 – 14 days. Comments: Only available in pill and injectible form for individual bird dosing.

Name: Sulfamethoxazole/trimethoprim (Bactrim, many others)
Description: Sulfamethoxazole/trimethoprim is a synthetic antibacterial combination product that is bateriostatic against a broad range of gram + and gram – bacteria. Usage: Bacterial infections shown to be susceptible to the drug. Adverse reactions: None that are common. Dosage: 30 mg/bird twice daily for 7 days. 1800-3600 mg/gallon for 7 days. Comments: A good drug in many cases of gram negative bacterial infections. Some preparations dissolve poorly in water.

Name: Tetracyclines Chlortetracycline (Auereomycin) Oxytetracycline (Terramycin)
Description: The tetracyclines are bateriostatics that are effective against various gram + and gram – bacteria. Cross resistance is common. Usage: The tetracyclines can be used in bacterial infections shown to be susceptible to them. Adverse reactions: None that are common. Dosage: 20 – 25 mg/bird three times daily. 600 – 1500 mg/gal[on for 7 14 days. 4 teaspoons/gallon for regular strength preparations and 2 teaspoons per gallon for concentrates. Comments: Binds with calcium so consider pulling grit containing calcium (Oyster shell and health grit during use. Very effective in respiratory infections (ornithose complex) especially when combined with Tylan. Chlamydia is typically very susceptible to tetracycline drugs.

Name: Tylosin  (Tylan, Tylocine)
Description: Tylosin is a macrolide antibiotic that is bacteriostatic against many gram + bacteria and mycoplasmas. Usage: Bacterial infections shown to be susceptible to tylosin. Adverse reactions: None that are common. Dosage: 50 mg/bird divided daily. 1500 – 3000 mg/ gallon for 7 – 14 days. Comments: Very effective against mycoplasma and against ornithose complex when combined with tetracyclines.

Coccidiostats
Name: Amprolium (Corid, Amprol)
Description: Amprolium is a chemical that is very similar to thiamine in structure. It is a coccidiostatic by substituting for thiamine during the coccidia life cycle. Usage: As a coccidiostat. Adverse reactions: None that are common. Dosage: 1 teaspoon per gallon (20% powder) for 3 – 5 days. 6 – 12 ml/gallon (9% solution) for 3 – 5 days. Comments: Amprolium is highly effective, can be mixed with other drugs, and doesn’t seem to affect performance. It is considered by many to be the drug of choice for coccidiosis. Vitamins should not be used during treatment, but recommended by many after treatment.

Name: Sulfamethazine  (Sulmet)
Description: Sulfamethazine is a sulfa drug that is coccidiostatic. Usage: As a coccidiostat. Adverse reactions: May decrease a birds vigor when used for the full course of treatment. Dosage: 1 tablespoon per gallon for 3 – 5 days. Comments: A popular coccidiostat but no better than amprolium in most cases. Birds typically become listless during treatment (full 5 days of treatment) and therefore it is not recommended for use during racing.

Antiprotozoals
Name:Carnidazol (Spartrix)
Description: Carnidazole is in the 5-nitro-imidazole family of compounds and has been shown to have significant antiprotozoal activity. Usage: Trichomoniasis. Adverse reactions: None reported with proper dosage. Dosage: One 10 mg tablet per pigeon on an empty crop. Comments: Convenient one day dosage, but recurrence is quicker than with water treatments. Only drug labeled for use in pigeons in the U.S.

Name: Dimetridazole (Emtryl)
Description: Dimetridazols is in the 5-nitro-imidazole family of compounds and has been shown to have significant antiprotozoal activity. Usage: Trichomoniasis. Adverse reactions: Central nervous symptoms with overdosage.  Fatalities can occur. Dosage: 1/2 to 3/4 teaspoon per gallon for 3 – 5 days (American product no longer available). 1/4 to 3/8 teaspoon per gallon for 3 – 5 days. (Canadian or Mexican product.) Comments: Very good for flock treatment. Overdosage with the foreign product is common by individuals using the wrong dosage.

Name: Metronidazole (Flagyl)
Description: Metronidazole is in the 5-nitro-imidazole family of compounds and has been shown to have significant antiprotozoal activity. Usage: Trichomoniasis. Adverse reactions: Over dosage can result in central nervous system signs and death. Dosage: 50 – 100 mg/bird daily for 4 – 6 days. Comments: Not commonly used due to poor solubility in water for flock treatment.

Name: Ronidazol (Ridzol)
Description: Ronidazol is in the 5-nitro-imidazole family of compounds and has been shown to have significant  ntiprotozoal activity. Usage: Trichomoniasis. Adverse reactions: None at the proper dosage. Dosage: 1/2 – 3/4 teaspoon per gallon for 3 – 5 days. 400 mg/gallon for 3 – 5 days. Comments: Reported far superior to any drug in the States. Less toxic and more effective. Approved for use only in Europe.

Antimalarials
Name: Primaquine (Aralen)
Description: Primiquine is an 8-aminoquinoline compound having antimalarial activity. Usage: Haemaproteus. Adverse reactions: None will the below dosage. Dosage: 1 – 2 tablets per gallon for 10 – 21 days before the race season. Then 1 – 2 days weekly Comments: Primiquine is available as Aralen which also contains chloroquine. When used at the above dosage, the drug will not cure but only suppress haemoproteus in the pigeon, thus alleviating symptoms.

Name: Quinacrine HCL (Atabrine)
Description: Quinacrine is a bright yellow compound with antimalarial activity. Usage: Haemoproteus. Adverse reactions: None with proper dosage. Dosage: 1 1/2 – 3 tablets per gallon for in – 31 days before the race season. Then 1 – 2 days weekly during the race season. Comments: Quinacrine will not cure haemoproteus, only suppress its numbers in the pigeon, thus alleviating symptoms. It is bitter and not well accepted by the birds.

Anthelmintics
Name: Fenbendazole (Panacur)
Description: Fenbendazole is a member of the benzamidizole class of anthelmintics and is effective against a large variety of intestinal nematodes. Usage: Ascarids, Capillaria, Strongyles, and Tetrameres (stomach worms). Not effective against cestodes (tapeworms). Adverse reactions: Can cause feather abnormalities at the higher dosage, especially in how weather when they are drinking a lot.  It should not be used during the moult or with birds feeding youngsters. Dosage: 5 mg/bird daily for three days. Comments: Very effective, but not commonly used.

Name: Ivermectin (Ivomec, Eqvalen)
Description: Ivermectin is derived from the avermectins, a family of highly active, broad spectrum, antiparasitic agents. Usage: Ascarids, Capillaria, Tetrameres, Strongyles, and other internal nematodes. Also used for lice. Adverse reactions: None. Dosage: 500 – 1000 UG (Micrograms), which works out to be .05 – .1 millimeters or cc’s./bird for internal parasites. 1 1/2 – 6 cc per gallon of water for internal parasites. 1 1/2 – 3 cc per gallon of bath water for lice. For internal parasites the higher dosage is needed in many cases of ascarids and tetrameres. Comments: This is a very effective and safe drug. Ivomec, the cattle preparation cannot be mixed well with water, thus birds must be individually dosed. Eqvalen, the horse product is water soluble and may be mixed with water. Wormer of choice for all worm’s except tapeworms.

Name: Levamisole (Tramisol, Rippercol)
Description: Levamisole is an anthelmintic used to treat susceptible nematodes. Usage: Ascarids, Capillaria (poor) Adverse reactions: Some birds will vomit the drug. Dosage: 1500 mg/gallon for three days. Comments: Effectiveness is highly variable, especially with Capillaria. This common wormer is probably highly overused and should be replaced with more effective drugs such as ivermectin and mebendazole.

Name: Mebenazole (Telmintic)
Description: Mebendazole is a member of the benzamidizole class of anthelmintics and is effective against a large variety of intestinal nematodes. Usage: Ascarids, Capillaria, Strongyles, and Tetrameres (stomach worms). Not effective against cestodes (tapeworms). Adverse reactions: Can cause feather abnormalities at higher doses and should not be used during the moult or with birds feeding youngsters. Dosage: 2 1/2 mg/bird for 3 – 5 days. 1/4 – 1/2 teaspoon per gallon of Telmintic dog wormer for 3 – 5 days. Comments: Very effective for a lot of parasites. With the advent of water soluble ivermectin (Eqvalen), this drug will probably be used less and less.

Name: Piperazine (many preparations)
Description: Piperazine is an anthelmintic used for ascarids. Usage: Ascarids. Adverse reactions: None. Dosage: 300 mg/gallon for 2 days. 16 mg/bird for 2 days. Comments: Very common narrow spectrum athelmintic. It is not commonly used. Drug only sedates the worm and the bird must pass the worm before the drug is gone or it will remain in the pigeon.

Name: Praziquantal (Droncit)
Description: Praziquantal is a drug shown to have excellent antiparasitic activity against cestodes. Usage: Cestodes (tapeworms). Adverse reactions: None. Dosage: 5 – 12 1/2 mg/bird orally or subcutaneously once. Comments: Most people give 1/4 of a cat sized Droncit tablet per bird. Drug of choice for tapeworms. Very safe and effective.

Miscellaneous
Name: Nystatin (many preparations)
Description: Nystatin is a poiyene antifungal antibiotic. Usage: Crop candida (yeast) overgrowth. Adverse reactions: None reported. Usage: 100,000 units per bird (50,000 youngster) daily until 48 hours after symptoms are gone. Comments: Very good product for candida overgrowth.

Name: Permethrin dust (Insectrin GP)
Description: Permethrin is a synthetic pyrethroid with good effectiveness against external parasites. Usage: Lice, mites, and pigeon flies. Adverse reactions: None. Dosage: Thoroughly dust into the feathers. Comments: Gives up to a two week residual and very effective. By far the best product for pigeon flies. Good to use before basketing for races in areas where pigeon flies are present.  It is very important that you get birds posted and checked for the proper medication BEFORE you treat.

Helpful Measurements and Equivalents:
The following table may be helpful in converting various measurements. 1 gram = 1000 milligrams 1 cubic centimeter (cc) = 1 millimeter 5 cc or ml = 1 teaspoon 15 cc or ml-1 tablespoon 30 cc or ml = 1 ounce 1000 cc or ml = 1 liter 3 teaspoons = 1 tablespoon 2 tablespoons = 1 ounce 8 oz = 1 cup 2 cups = 1 pint 2 pints = 1 quart 4 quarts = 1 gallon

[image: image2.jpg]


THE THREE BIGGEST ENEMIES AND DISEASES ARE

· WORMS (TAPE WORM, ROUND, HOOK, THREAD AND HAIRWORMS. 

1. TRICHOMONIASIS (CANKER) CAN BE SEEN AS YELLOW MARKS IN THE THROAT AND MOUTH 

2. COCCIDIOSIS (ALSO KNOWN AS GOING LIGHT), SYMPTOMS THE BIRDS LOSE WEIGHT AND DO NOT WANT TO FLY. 

TREATMENT AND PREVENTATIVE: 
TAPE WORM
I ONLY TREAT MY BIRDS ONCE A YEAR AGAINST THEM, SIX WEEKS BEFORE THE RACING SEASON WITH A QUARTER DICESTAL TABLET PER BIRD IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: THE NIGHT BEFORE I ONLY FEED LIGHT AND AFTER THEY HAVE DRANK TAKE THE WATER AWAY.THE FOLLOWING MORNING AT 11AM I GIVE THEM A QUARTER DICESTAL TABLET DOWN THROAT, DO NOT GIVE FOOD THEY ONLY GET CLEAN WATER (THEY THROW THE TABLET UP IF YOU GIVE THEM FOOD) TAKE THE WATER AWAY AGAIN THAT NIGHT.GIVE THEM THE FOLLOW ING PREPARED WATER THE NEXT MORNING.TAKE ONE TABLESPOON EPSON SALT WITH A KWARTER TEESPOON TABLE SALT,BOIL THE MIXTURE FOR 20 MINUTES IN1/2 WATER,ADD 1CUP BROWN SUGAR AND BOIL FOR A FUTHER 3 MINUTES,PUT THE ABOVE MIXTURE WITH 4 LITRES OF CLEAN WATER AND GIVE IT TO YOUR BIRDS AND FEED THEM PLAIN FOOD.THE WATER MUST BE LEFT IN TILL 1PM AND REPLACED WITH CLEAN WATER.YOUR LOFT WILL BE IN A STATE.ALL THE TAPEWORMS AND EXCESS INNER FAT WILL BE SOMETHING OF THE PAST.IN APPROXIMATLLY 10 DAYS YOUR BIRDS WILL BE TRAINING AS IF THERE IS NOTHING BETTER IN THE WORLD.

ROUND, HOOK, THREAD, HAIRWORMS 
I TREAT THE ABOVE EVERY SIX WEEKS BUT NOT FOR TWO WEEKS BEFORE OR AFTER THE DICESTAL TREATMENT. I USE L-SPARTAKON OR MEDIWORM BECAUSE THEY TREAT ALL FOUR TIPES OF WORMS, PLEASE NOTE: I SAY TREAT NOT CURE, THERE IS NO CURE FOR ANY WORMS. JUST BEFORE THE RACE SEASON BEGINS I TREAT WITH THE ABOVE ONLY ONCE IN THE WHOLE SEASON, THEREAFTER I TREAT WITH THE FOLLOWING: PREDAZINE, RID OR ANTEPAR A WHOLE BOTTLE IN FOUR LITRES OF WATER, ONE OF THE ABOVE IS USED EVERY SIX WEEKS, THERE AFTER EVERY TWO WEEKS AS IT TAKES THE WORM EGGS 14 DAYS TO DEVELOP. ALL OF THE ABOVE THREE ARE VERY LIGHT ON THE BIRDS AND DO NOT HARM THEM, IT ONLY DOES THE BIRDS GOOD.

CANKER 
THIS DISEASE IS ALWAYS PRESENT IN THE BIRDS AND ONLY COMES TO LIGHT WHEN THE BIRD IS SICK OR UNDER A LOT OF STRAIN. THEN IT IS VERY DANGEROUS AS IT EFECTS THE BREATHING OF THE BIRD AND NO PIGEON CAN WIN WITH BAD BREATHING (CAN YOU RUN IF YOUR NOSE IS BLOCKED). I BELIEVE IN A SHOCK TREATMENT AS THERE IS NO CURE AND RACING PIGEONS ALWAYS HAVE CANKER EVEN IF NOT SEEN. I USE EMTRYL TO PREVENT. ONE TEESPOON IN FOUR LITRES OF WATER EVERY 3 TO 4 WEEKS FOR ONE WHOLE DAY. THE FOLLOWING DAY I GIVE THEM ANY GOOD MULTIVITAMIN. FOR THE SHOCK TREATMENT I USE TRICOCINE OR EMTRYL DOUBLE STRENTH FOR 3 DAYS.

COCCIDIOSIS 
IT IS ALSO KNOWN AS GOING LIGHT AND THRIFES IN DAMP & RAIN. IN DIRTY LOFTS IT ALSO COMES IN BAD FOOD. I USE FOUR DIFFERENT REMEDIES SOMETIMES I MIX ALL FOUR TO SHOCK THE PIGEON ESPECIALLY WHEN I THINK THE BIRD HAS GOT E-COLI. TO PREVENT THE DESEASE, I USE THE MEDICINES IN A DIFFERENT ORDER TO TRY AND STOP THE BIRDS FROM BECOMING IMMUNE TO ONE CERTAIN MEDICINE, I USE ONE TEASPOON, FURASOL, E.S.B3, CHLORTETRACYLINE OR TERRAMYCIN TO FOUR LITRES OF WATER.THE FOLLOWING DAY I USE A MULTI-VITAMIN AGAIN.THE ABOVE ARE ALL NATURAL ANTIBIOTICS AND ARE ALL VERY GOOD.

IF YOU USE THE ABOVE AS A BASIC PROGRAM YOU WILL PREFORM WELL, AND THE MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL KEEP YOUR BIRDS HEALTHY

AS FAR AS FOOD GOES WE USE A HI PROTEIN MIXTURE. WHEN WE RACE SHORT DISTANCE RACES, WE MIX 20% BARLEY, BUT AS SOON AS WE HIT 400KM WE REPLACE THE BARLEY WITH MIELIES. I CANNOT MIX THE FOOD ANY BETER THAN SCIENTISTS WHO DEVELOPED IT. DO NOT OVER FEED YOUR BIRDS. WHEN THE BIRDS RETURN FROM A RACE THEY GET A GOOD DEPURATIVE. SUNDAYS THEY ONLY GET BARLEY, THERE IS NO BETTER PURGE.

FOR GENERAL HEALTH, ONCE A WEEK, WE GIVE ALL OUR BIRDS MYCOSAN-T 1 PACKET TO 5 LITRES. WE ALSO TREAT FROM TIME TO TIME WITH VIRKON – S FOR ONE DAY. 1 TEASPOON TO 10 LITRES

ALL OUR BIRDS GET INNOCULATED FOR POX, PARATHAPOID AND PARAMYXO.

[image: image3.jpg]


Canker is also called Trichomoniasis and is the most common of pigeon diseases. It is caused by a microscopic protozoan which is flagellated, therefore mobile. It can be transmitted from one bird to another, usually through the drinking water, and parent birds can infect their young through feeding.

Symptoms in infected birds are a definite reduction in activity, ruffled feathers, loss of weight, increased water intake and diarrhea. Cheesy yellowish deposits can often be observed in the mouth or throat. In advanced stages, a stringy mucous and putrid odor can be detected in the mouth. Young birds are most susceptible.

To prevent canker, control stress, maintain regular feed and watering schedules, sanitize drinkers regularly, isolate and observe any newly acquired bird for several weeks, and administer an anti-canker drug on a regular basis throughout the year. Veterinary recommendations vary from once every three months to once a month. This will depend upon incidence and susceptibility in your own flock.

